This article offers a synopsis on the current status of class actions, and other forms of aggregative and collective litigation that exist in Latin America. In light of the limited scope of this article, my goal is to simply present a general report that highlights the differences and similarities in procedural rules and legal practices regarding the use of remedies against collective harms. Special attention is given to those countries that have developed a legal framework for the protection of individual and collective rights through different forms of aggregative processes, with particular focus on the potential for and the obstacles that affect the various forms of collective litigation in the region.
medical devices and pharmaceutical drugs, the provision of financial and other types of services geared to the general public, as well as the increased risks associated with the different forms of mass transportation and the exposure to multiple environmental harms.
Another sign of the awareness with these phenomena is the ongoing public debate that has taken place in Latin America (Maurino et. al 
Interdictos
The Civil Codes of most Latin American countries have traditionally included provisions for the protection against environmental harms and other similar risks, but only to the extent that they have an impact on the sphere of individual property rights. Federal Constitution, which shifted its focus from the protection of individual rights to those of more social or collective nature.
By the twentieth century, the Writ of Amparo was already adopted by most Latin
American legal systems, both in the form of general constitutional provisions, 9 and also through special legislation that further developed its procedure, effects and scope.
Even though, in general terms, Amparo affords the same kind of protection throughout the region, countries have adopted different variations of it. For example, in some legal systems, Amparo is basically implemented in the form of habeas corpus, a remedy devised to protect individual citizens against unlawful imprisonment. In others,
Amparo can be only asserted against state or public agencies for a direct violation of any fundamental right, provided that such right is expressly mentioned by the constitution. 
III. Risk Prevention in the Consumer's Protection Era

Constitutional Protection of Consumers' Rights
The interest of Latin American governments in preventing risky behavior may be In order to allow potential victims to opt-in, the CDC established a public notice system (art. 94). It also expanded the res iudicata effects of the decision rendered in the declaratory phase to the general population (erga omnes) or to any potential members of the group, class or category of plaintiff (ultra partes) (art. 103).
In more general terms, the CDC has broadened the traditional notion of liability arising from defective products and faulty services, by shifting the traditional burden of proof and relieving the plaintiff from having to establish the defendant's culpability. 13 Another aspect that stimulates the filing of claims is the inclusion of a rule exempting plaintiffs from paying court fees and other related expenses. (art. 87) The CDC also established the standards for commercial publicity, abusive clauses, and more importantly, it expressly provided that the class action remedy was to be used for the protection of any rights, and not only for the guarantee of those related to consumer relations, thus opening the use of aggregative procedures to other areas.
Colombia
The Potential class members are notified of the lawsuit through a public notice (art. 53), and are given an opportunity to opt-in anytime before the conclusion of the evidentiary phase (lapso probatorio), or within a period of twenty days after the final decision on the merits has been rendered. (art. 55) There is also an opportunity to be excluded (opt-out)
from the group action.
The statute also provides that, immediately after the opt-out phase, the judge shall 
Endnotes
1 In defining Latin America, I follow the common usage of the term, which considers as such the region comprised by the twenty countries of the American continent where Spanish and Portuguese language is widely spoken and that share common historical roots as former Spanish and Portuguese colonies. These countries are: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Puerto Rico, Uruguay and Venezuela. In spite of its common historical and cultural roots with the rest of the region, we have excluded Puerto Rico from our study in light of its inclusion as part of the legal system of the United States.
